
February 27, 2019 
 
Sermon Summary 
 
This past Sunday I spoke from John 13:31-14:31 on Jesus' declaration, "I am the way and the 
truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me." 
 
I began by looking at the larger context of chapter 13 leading into chapter 14.  Chapter 13 opens 
with the story of Jesus washing the disciples' feet as a display of his love and as an example of 
love for them to follow.  The student isn't above the teacher so Jesus commands the disciples to 
love one another as he loved them (13:34).  However since foot washing isn't part of our culture, 
I suggested that washing toilets/bathrooms might be a more contemporary parallel and used a 
toilet cleaning brush as my object lesson.  Imagine if it was our custom, as followers of Jesus, 
that whenever we met in homes the leader would always arrive early to clean the bathrooms in 
the host home before the meeting began.  If it was a genuine act of service it would be a 
beautiful testament to the love we are called to; in fact most hosts would probably appreciate 
such practical help and service!  The chapter continues by revealing that both the betrayal of 
Jesus by Judas and the disowning of Jesus by Peter were on the horizon.  So there are three 
examples of love put together chapter 13: Jesus' servant love, Judas' betrayal of love, and 
Peter's failure of love. 
 
With this as the backdrop, Janet York then read to us John 13:31 to 14:31.  After Janet 
concluded, I asked the congregation a few simple questions based on the text.  First, where is 
Jesus going?  I ask this because the disciples themselves were confused (14:5) even though 
Jesus had been straightforward (14:1-3).  This was easy to answer because Jesus states his 
destination and purpose: he is going to the Father to prepare a place for them so that they can 
join him there. 
 
Second, why can't they follow him?  Several chimed in with good answers.  For example 
someone said that Jesus first needs to prepare for their arrival.  Another said that they needed 
to stay because the Father had things for the disciples to yet experience or accomplish. Yet 
another said that first Jesus had things to experience and accomplish, namely the cross and 
resurrection.  
 
Third, how is Jesus the way to the Father?  Several voices immediately mentioned the cross 
through which the Father reconciled the world to himself.  Another mentioned that Jesus is the 
fully enfleshed image of God; in this way Jesus brings the Father to us!  Finally another 
mentioned together forgivenness and the Holy Spirit.  These are great answers.  Our sin blocks 
the way to God; through Jesus forgivenness is granted that opens the way.  But the way is the 
way of love as exemplified in chapter 13.  But the way of love is a way which we find difficult to 
chose.  When offered the option of either a crown, representing power, or a toilet brush, 
representing selfless love, humanity has a propensity to chose the crown.  We think we can get 
more done with power than with loving service.  Human history testifies against our choice.  We 



need not only forgiveness but the very presence of God to enable us to go the way of Jesus, the 
way of love.  This emphasis on the Holy Spirit is clear in second half of John 14.  Jesus does go 
to the Father but he doesn't leave us as orphans.  He sends the Holy Spirit to be with us and to 
lead us in the way of love for God and one another. 
 
I concluded the message by mentioning Luke 11:13 ("If you then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!") and leading us in a time of prayer for the Holy Spirit. 
 
DIscussion Guide 
 
Usally I offer some specifics from the message but let me encourage you to use the "engage" 
questions below for the Scripture discussion.  Additionally, when you you plan your 
meeting/discussion, use smaller subgroups for at least some of your group time.  This allows for 
more interaction and more participation.  You could, for example, use groups of three for the 
encounter questions, groups of five or six for the engage questions, and gather the entire group 
for the extend questions. Let me know if any of this is helpful. May the Lord be with you as you 
meet together this week. 
 
Blessings, 
P Dan 
 
Encounter Questions: Connecting with each other and directing our attention toward God’s 
presence with us:  
1. What are you thankful for this week? Has God “shown up”?  
2. Were there any lessons from last week that you applied or shared with someone else?  
3. How did you serve/bless someone this past week?  
 
Engage Questions: Stay focused on the passage at hand.  
1. What does the passage say? Repeat it in your own words.  
2. What does the passage mean? What does it teach us about God (Father, Son, or Spirit), 
ourselves/humanity, or God’s Kingdom?  
3. What is your best response to what God is speaking?  
 
Extend Questions: Consider the lives of those around you. How might you extend God’s 
Kingdom to them? What do they need? How is God leading or prompting you?  
1. For whom outside the group are you praying for?  
2. With whom might you share what you are learning?  
3. How might you/we serve/bless someone this week?  
 
 
 


