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Sermon summary 
This Sunday Pastor Shtem spoke from John 11:1-45 on Jesus' declaration, "I am the 
resurrection and the life."  This statement occurs in the midst of the story of the death of 
Lazarus, the brother of Martha and Mary.  
 
Pastor Shtem began his sermon by talking about death.  He informed us that African cultures 
avoid speaking about death because they fear that speaking about death invites it.  Pastor 
Shtem was influenced by these cultural taboos but was himself named after Stephen who was 
martyred in Acts 8.  This connection caused Pastor Shtem to fantasize about being martyred 
someday; counted worthy to suffer for Christ.  He also experienced the deaths of his father and 
mother during his teen years which desensitized him to death.  Based on these experiences, 
death is simply expected by Pastor Shtem.  It is inevitable.  He asked us: "Do we think about 
death?  Life after death?  What will happen when we die?" 
 
He observed that while African cultures don't speak about death they do believe in an afterlife. 
This is true generally, not just among Christians.  His observation of American culture is that we 
also don't speak about death but rather try to cheat death by living as long as possible.  We are 
all about avoiding the death we don't speak of.  The unspoken American thought, "How can I not 
die?", is a perfect segue to the story of Lazarus in John 11 where Jesus answers this very 
question! 
 
Jesus had received word that Lazarus was sick but he waited two days before setting out to see 
him.  By the time he arrived, Lazarus had died.  Martha met Jesus and said, "Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.  But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask."  Jesus answered, "Your brother will rise again."  Martha responds, "I know 
he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  While Martha is expressing confidence in 
the afterlife for her brother, she is looking to Jesus for the present, not just the future.  Jesus' 
answer doesn't disappoint her: "I am the resurrection and the life.  The one who believes in me 
will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.  Do you 
believe this?"  Martha answers in the affirmative and declares that she believes that Jesus in the 
Messiah, the Son of God.  Martha then gets Mary, they go to Lazarus' tomb together where 
Jesus first prays and then calls Lazarus out of the tomb and back to life. 
 
Pastor Shtem suggested that when Jesus replied, "I am the resurrection and the life", he was 
saying that he had power not only over death in the future (resurrection) but also power to give 
life now.  Jesus has brought the future into the present and Lazarus is a sign.  Yes, Lazarus will 
experience the resurrection in the last day but Jesus can also enable Lazarus to live for him 
right now.  In the same way the life we hope to have with God after death we can begin to have 
with God right now even before we die.  This is what Jesus meant when he said, "The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?"  Believing in Jesus as the promised Messiah isn't only about the life to 



come, but the life we live right now.  Jesus is offering new creation for those who put their trust 
in him.  He rules over both physical and spiritual death; he has the power to give both physical 
and spiritual life.  He is the resurrection and the life.  He is the answer to our desire not to die! 
 
Pastor Shtem said that most people fear physical death yet ignore spiritual death.  Some people 
are living physically but dying spiritually; others realize that they are in fact dying physically but 
are living spiritually!  All will die physically, it is a fact of life.  Embrace it. But prepare for it 
spiritually.  Who is Jesus to you?  Is he the resurrection and the life?  Does your faith in life after 
death cause you to live for God fearless of death in the here and now?  Consider your life: Are 
you living for yourself or for Jesus?  If you died today, have you honored the Lord with your life? 
There is no one way of such a life but whatever your career or circumstances, can you live it for 
Jesus?  Will you live it for Jesus?  Christ died for you not simply so you might live but that you 
might live for him.  Amen. 
 
Discussion Guide 
Pastor Shtem's main interest was to cause us to think about how our faith in Christ impacts the 
way we live now rather than simply having a hope for a future beyond the grave.  I would 
suggest beginning with the end - death.  Do you think about death?  Do you fear death or have 
you feared death?  Do you believe Jesus is the resurrection, the one who will give us life after 
death?  Has Jesus set you free from the fear of death?  How?  Keep in mind he is the 
resurrection! 
 
Do you believe Jesus is the life who can enable us to live for God/Jesus now?  Do you have any 
fear of living for Jesus?  This may seem surprising to ask but while some may fear death, some 
may fear living for Jesus.  Perhaps afraid of never living up to some standard or afraid of 
yielding control or afraid of identifying with him in our culture.  If you do fear living for Jesus, 
would you be willing to confess that fear and allow others to pray for you?  Like Lazarus some 
may need to be unbound by their grave clothes and set free to live for Jesus today.  Keep in 
mind he is the life!  A couple of additional passages to consider in this regard are Galatians 2:20 
and 2 Corinthians 5:11-15. 
 
May Jesus be with us today as we seek to live for him.  And may he be the resurrection and the 
life as you meet together in his presence this week. 
 
Blessings, 
P Dan 
 


