
I Am The Gate Sermon Summary 
 
(NOTE:  In writing this summary I found myself describing what I did as well as what I said since 
this was a sermon to our children.) 
 
This past Sunday (February 3) I spoke to the children from John 10:1-10 on Jesus' statement "I 
am the gate for the sheep."  This statement is found within the larger context of the good 
shepherd and his sheep found in John 10:1-21 (Note: next week I will preach on "I am the good 
shepherd").  The passage begins with a parable of a shepherd and his sheep (verses 1-5) but 
John tells us that Jesus' message wasn't getting through to the Pharisees (v. 6).  Perhaps they 
were slow to realize that they were the thieves and robbers being referred to (vv. 1, 8,10)!  
 
Jesus begins his explanation of the opening parable (vv.1-5) with the metaphor "I am the gate 
for the sheep" (v. 7, 9) before turning again to the metaphor of a shepherd (vv.11-18).  The shift 
from shepherd to gate and then back to shepherd is a bit confusing (there is also mention of the 
gatekeeper in v. 3 which merges the shepherd image and the gate image) and I choose to keep 
it simple for the children by focusing on the idea of Jesus as the gate.  In this passage the gate 
image speaks of safety, protection, and provision (vv. 9-10) so I asked them, "How can Jesus 
be a gate?" and "Can a person be a gate?"  I then asked one of the children to act as a gate in 
the center aisle of the church and he did so, perfectly blocking the way with his body.  I asked 
the children if any of the older ones ever literally blocked the way of a younger sibling to keep 
them from doing something forbidden.  Several shook their heads yes.  It seemed to me that 
they understood the idea of the gate as safety and protection.  
 
I noted that while a gate may keep danger out, I wanted to think with them about how a gate 
helps keep us from getting into trouble or danger.  So I showed them pictures of three gates in 
my own backyard; one leading into our pool enclosure, one into the lot behind our property 
which is a steep fall off, and the last into our driveway which leads out into the street.  We 
considered one gate at a time I asked them what danger the gate protected them from.  We had 
a good exchange about the danger of swimming pools, falling down hills, and cars!  I ended by 
encouraging them to talk at home with their parents about what gates Jesus has put up in their 
family to protect them.  I also added the thought about a gate over their mouths to protect them 
from harmful words but it was at the end of my message and probably not that helpful, at least 
for the kids. 
 
Overall this message wasn't exactly an exegetical heavyweight but both the passage (shepherd, 
gatekeeper, gate) and the context (children's sermon) made that a bit of a challenge! 
Nevertheless the metaphor of a gate is a powerful one.  Gates allow passage in and out and 
also provide protection by keeping some in and some out.  The idea of the gate as a passage to 
salvation and life is touched on in vv. 9-10 but the idea of safety and protection seems even 
more central to the overall passage (vv. 1-21: thieves, robbers, strangers, steal, kill, destroy, 
wolves). However I was concerned about frightening the children with such images so I chose to 
focus on Jesus protecting us from ourselves, from getting into trouble. 



 
Discussion Guide 
 
You could begin this discussion by asking if anyone remembers a time when they served as a 
protective gate for someone else.  Perhaps you kept someone from driving drunk, or getting into 
a fight, or speaking words they would later regret. 
 
Similarly anyone could share ways in which Jesus has been a gate of protection in their life in 
the past.  Did Jesus keep you from immorality, drug use, arrogance, self-hatred? How has 
Jesus been a gate to a living life to the full? 
 
I choose to focus more on Jesus keeping us safe from going out into danger rather than on 
Jesus keeping danger from reaching us because of the children. But in your discussions you 
can consider both aspects of Jesus’ watchful care. How does Jesus protect you from yourself? 
What temptations are you susceptible or prone to? We all face temptation but God is faithful (1 
Corinthians 10:13).  And what dangers are threatening you from without? For example 
economic turmoil might make you worry even if you are not the worrying type. How do we 
receive the protection that Jesus offers? 
 
I will finish here as I did on Sunday by mentioning our words.  Both Jesus (Matthew 12:36,37) 
and Paul (Ephesians 4:29-32) warn us of careless words. In these days of negative discourse 
through social media and political divisiveness it is all the more important that we let Jesus be 
the gatekeeper over our words! As James tells us (James 3), there should not be both praising 
and cursing coming from the same mouth. Invite the Lord to be the gate and gatekeeper of your 
words that they may bring life and blessings, not harm. 
 
May the Lord give you life to the full as you meet together this week. 
 
Blessings 
P Dan 
 
 


