
Summary: "I am the light of the world." 
 
Last Sunday Pastor Shtem spoke from John 8:12 on Jesus' declaration, "I am the light of the 
world." Pastor Shtem began by acknowledging that he has wrestled with moments of doubt 
regarding Jesus.  Is Christianity really true or might Islam, Buddhism, or some other religion be 
right?  This doubt has driven Pastor Shtem to look at Scripture and to engage in dialogue with 
people of other faiths.  He is curious as to what difference their faith makes in their lives? 
 
The Christian faith is founded on the idea that God brings the world to order and reveals himself 
as Creator.  In the beginning the earth is dark, formless, and empty but God creates light, order, 
and fullness.  Humanity is created in God's image and given rule over God's creation; however 
through evil and sin humanity obscures God's intention for creation resulting in judgment and 
decreation through the flood.  After the flood God once again creates light, order, and fullness 
but humanity is still in darkness regarding the Creator.  So God reveals himself to Abram and 
his descendents, ultimately making his character and his intentions known through the Mosaic 
Law (a covenant of relationship between God and his people).  But instead of obeying the 
Mosaic Law and bringing light, order and fullness; Israel also sins and obscures God's intention 
for creation resulting in the judgment of exile.  Nevertheless God also promises that following 
this judgement a king would come who would change everything and bring God's order through 
humanity.  This messiah would be God's agent of light and life to the world (Isaiah 49), 
dispelling the darkness and bringing the light, order, and fullness that both primal humanity and 
Israel failed to bring.  Is Jesus the one?  How can we tell? 
 
The apostle John certainly thinks so and he wants his readers to think so too!  He begins his 
gospel  "In the beginning" to associate the story he is about to tell with the story of Genesis and 
all that follows.  John chapter one is full of references creation, life, and light (vv.1-13).  Jesus is 
bringing life and light and revealing God to the world (vv. 14-18).  But how can someone tell if 
Jesus is really the one?  Jesus himself offers one way of evaluation.  In John 7:16-17 Jesus 
says, "My teaching is not my own.  It comes from the one who sent me.  Anyone who chooses 
to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on 
my own." 
 
Pastor Shtem pointed out that  the teaching of Jesus regarding the Sabbath in 7:21-24 is an 
example of Jesus bringing light and life.  He rightly understands and applies God's law which is 
meant to bring us freedom and life but which was used too often to restrict and bring death (that 
is by suffocating people spiritually, judgment over mercy, rules over relationship).   Next Pastor 
Shtem took us to the story in John's gospel, found in 7:53 to 8:11, of a woman caught in the act 
of adultery.  It is not certain textually if this story was originally located here but it beautifully 
demonstrates that Jesus is the light of the world.  The Pharisees bring the woman before Jesus 
and say to him: "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law Moses 
commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do you say?" (vv.4-5).  John explains that 
"they were using this question as a trap, in oder to have a basis for accusing him" (v. 6). 
 



Here we find the Pharisees using the Law to condemn the woman while also hoping to use the 
Law to condemn Jesus.  The Law becomes an instrument of attack.  The Pharisees are also 
obscuring God's intentions; this is not light and life but darkness and death.  People like to show 
themselves right and others wrong; therefore people use the Law on others but not on 
themselves!  Jesus turns the tables on them: "Let any one of you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her" (v.7).  Jesus teaches us the true value of the law.  It reveals our sin but 
also offers us a way out through repentance and forgiveness (v. 11).  Mercy triumphs over 
judgment!  Jesus came to bring light, not darkness; to bring life, not death; to show mercy, not 
judgment. 
 
So this is the question: Does Jesus teaching come from God or does he speak on his own? 
You are invited to decide for yourself but John's eyewitness testimony is that Jesus truly is the 
light of the world.  Jesus is the one whom God has sent to overcome the darkness and to 
change us to be God's true image bearers, revealing life and light.  Many other things could and 
should be considered in evaluating Jesus but simply ask yourself whether Jesus' teaching 
comes from God or whether he speaks on his own.  And if you think his teaching does come 
from God then: "believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, so that by believing you may 
have life in his name" (John 20:31). 
 
Discussion Guide 
I would start by discussing doubts regarding Jesus.  We often think of having doubts before 
believing but have you experienced doubts also along the journey of faith?  Do you have doubts 
now?  What are they?  Have you battled doubts in the past? Can you share them?  How has 
God settled your doubts?  Are there key Scriptures or words from the Lord that have helped you 
overcome doubt? 
 
Next I would explore the teaching of Jesus from the perspective of John 7:16-17.  What 
teaching(s) of Jesus stands out to you or most resonsates with you?  If you are not sure about 
Jesus, how does his encounter with the Pharisees and the woman caught in adultery strike you 
(no pun intended!)?  Do you sense Jesus' teaching comes from God?  Staying with the story of 
the woman caught in adultery, can you recall a time when you were in the place of the 
Pharisees? the woman?  Jesus?  Share those stories with each other. 
 
Finally I would conclude with a word of encouragement to your group to continue reading and 
remembering the teachings of Jesus.  A regular diet of gospel reading deepens and strengthens 
our faith and helps us discern Jesus' voice.  Whenever I read the sermon on the mount 
(Matthew 5 to 7) I have the thought that everyone should read it every week!  It is possible that 
John 7:53 to 8:11 was not originally in John's gospel.  However Jesus' voice is so clearly heard 
in the story it is most certainly original and I thank God it is included in our gospel tradition! 
Bible trivia: can anyone point out another lengthy gospel passage that might not be original? 
 
May the Lord be with you as you gather this week.  Below is a good format to follow in leading 
your groups. 



 
Blessings again, 
P Dan 
 
Encounter Questions: Connecting with each other and directing our attention toward 
God’s presence with us:  
1. What are you thankful for this week? Has God “shown up”?  
2. Were there any lessons from last week that you applied or shared with someone else?  
3. How did you serve/bless someone this past week? 
 
Engage Questions: Stay focused on the passage at hand.  
1. What does the passage say? Repeat it in your own words.  
2. What does the passage mean? What does it teach us about God (Father, Son, or Spirit), 
ourselves/humanity, or God’s Kingdom?  
3. What is your best response to what God is speaking? 
 
 Extend Questions: Consider the lives of those around you. How might you extend God’s 
Kingdom to them? What do they need? How is God leading or prompting you?  
1. For whom outside the group are you praying for?  
2. With whom might you share what you are learning?  
3. How might you/we serve/bless someone this week?  
 


