
March 5, 2019 
Sermon Summary 
 
On March 3rd I spoke to the children and adults from John 15:1-17 on Jesus’ declaration: “I am 
the true vine.” This is the seventh and final “I am” statement found in John’s gospel and 
concludes our series. 
 
Before Maxwell Gutwin read the passage, I pointed out to the children the object lesson I had 
set up and asked them to think about how the objects connected to reading. The object lesson 
was an extension cord to which were plugged in a floor lamp, a battery recharger, and a 
crockpot. 
 
The children were brilliant as usual, making the connection between the extension cord as the 
vine and the lamp, recharger, and crockpot as branches. One of them pointed out that if you 
unplug the extension cord, everything goes out.  
 
I next unplugged the lamp, recharger, and crockpot and asked them about Jesus’ words in 
verse 5, “You can’t do anything without me.” What does this mean? Does it mean we really can’t 
do anything?  Looking at the lamp, recharger, and crockpot I asked If these items could do 
anything unplugged.  Several good answers were offered such as using the pot to hold or serve 
food. Likewise the unplugged lamp could be used as an air guitar or a coat rack. So what did 
Jesus mean when he said “You can’t do anything without me”? 
 
One of the children answered perfectly: the items can’t do what they were made to do if they are 
unplugged. And like the appliances people can do many things apart from Jesus but we can’t do 
what we were made to do. 
 
But what were we made to do? The answer is found in the second half of the reading, in verses 
9-17: love God by obeying his command to love on another. This is what humanity cannot do 
apart from Jesus.  We need both forgiveness for our failure to obey God’s command to love and 
his power to love one another. 
 
I concluded with a prayer and a round of applause for the children’s participation. 
 
Discussion Guide 
 
There are three things that I would suggest you follow up with in your adult discipleship groups. 
First, I would follow up on Jesus’ words in verse 5. Can we really do nothing without Jesus? 
How much do we attempt without Jesus? This is a good opportunity for some transparent 
self-examination. Actions speak louder than words. 
 



Second, if we do believe that apart from Jesus we cannot truly love God and neighbor, how do 
we remain in him? What activities, attitudes, actions, disciplines, etc. are involved in staying 
connected to Jesus?  
 
Third, how have we experienced God’s pruning?  We often think of bearing much fruit (v. 8) as 
being about leading people to Christ but the context favors love.  How has the Father pruned 
you to be more loving of God and others? 
 
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14) as you meet this week. 
 
Blessing  
P Dan 
 


